
 

 

 

 

Southington Public Library 
255 Main St., Southington, CT 

Library Board Meeting 
September 14, 2015 

 
Meeting was called to order at 5:29 PM by Chairman Mary 
Ellen D’Angelo, at which time Robert Cusano made a motion 
to change the order of the agenda to permit a check 
presentation by guests. Kevin Curtiss seconded. Approved 
by all. 
 
Members in attendance: Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Frances 
Meade, Heidi Bittner, Patricia Kraut, Robert Cusano, Marion 
Manware, Kelly Nichols, Kevin Curtiss, Bethany Pestillo, 
Susan Smayda. Guests: Ralph J. Riccio, Ruth Bergin, 
Danielle Kavalik, Midge Farina, David Riccio, Michael Riccio. 
Absent: None. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes 
 
Public Communications: There were none. 
 
Library Communications: There were none. 
 
Approval of Secretary’s Minutes: A motion to accept the 
secretary’s minutes from the July 2015 meeting was made 
by Bethany Pestillo. Kelly Nichols seconded. Approved. 
 
Finance: July 2015 Financial Report: Robert Cusano 
made a motion to accept the financial report. Marion 
Manware seconded. Approved. 
 
Director’s Report: 
 Director Smayda explained that every 5 years a strategic 

plan is due; this time she would like public opinion added 



 

 

 

 

to it. She is investigating using an outside consultant to 
assist with this. 

 On August 20th, Director Smayda attended a meeting 
discussing a town-wide plan to increase access to 
information about behavior healthcare. The library hosts 
Justine Micalizzi from Wheeler Clinic twice a week to 
answer questions and provide information to patrons. 

 Director Smayda attended a talk given by Children’s 
Librarians Cindy Wall and Lynn Pawloski at the New 
Britain Museum of American Art on August 20th about our 
Children’s Summer Art Program “Art: Human vs. 
Machine.” Artwork created by participants was on display. 

 
Committee Reports: There were none. 
 
Barnes Museum: 
 The Library Board is looking into the possibilities of having 

the photo portions of wedding packages by local 
restaurants held at the Barnes Museum. Curator Secondo 
is to work on further details needed to address this. Heidi 
Bittner made a motion to table any decisions on this until 
more is known. Patricia Kraut seconded the motion. 
Approved. 

 The Taste of Southington was a huge success. 
 The Barnes Museum will participate in the October 4th 

Apple Harvest Festival parade with antique cars, a 
banner, and Friends of the Barnes marching. 

 The Museum is still working on creating a walkway from 
the rear parking lot of Branford Hall directly to the 
grounds. 

 
Buildings & Maintenance: 
 The new back door to the library has been installed. 
 Much needed modifications have been made to the 

Lending area. 



 

 

 

 

 New shelving for the New Books Collection has been 
installed in front of the Reference Desk. 

 More shelving has been added to the Teen area. 
 Our HVAC company is difficult to get in for scheduled 

maintenance. They are a local company with a one-year 
contract. At the present, the custodian is making 
adjustments to the system himself. 

 
Library Expansion: There was none. 
 
 
Personnel & Policies: 
 The woman originally hired as the new part-time children’s 

librarian declined the position one week before her 
scheduled starting date in order to accept another 
position. 

 Lydia Holland has been hired and started in July. 
 Director Smayda said all the new staff hired in the building 

is working out well at this time. 
 
Old Business: There was none. 
 
New Business:  
 At the beginning of the meeting, a presentation was made 

by members of the Riccio Family in honor of Ruth Riccio. 
Six thousand dollars was presented to the library 
expansion efforts. Director Smayda stated that it is the 
intention of the Library Board to name the board room in 
the new building The Ruth Riccio Board Room. 

 Director Smayda stated that the new doors at the back of 
the library are not handicap accessible. The inner door is 
a problem; it cannot be left open since it is a fire door. 
Director Smayda will investigate further into possibilities 
and costs. 

 Board member Heidi Bittner suggested it is time to have 



 

 

 

 

the trees on the library grounds pruned. 
 
Patricia Kraut made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Marion 
Manware seconded. Meeting adjourned at 6:36 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Billie Gaber 
 


